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* Building a Lowcountry where ustice and equity prevail

Your Story Matters: Join Us for House Meetings

Jordan lives in North Charleston with four children: Casey (9), Morgan (7), Avery
(5), and Riley (3). Jordan works the early shift at a hotel on King Street, has to
clock in by 6 AM or risk losing the job she has held for three years. Casey, Morgan,
and Avery need to be at the bus stop on Remount Road by 7:30 AM, but Riley is
only three and has nowhere to go. There's no family nearby to help, Jordan's
mother passed two years ago, and Taylor, Jordan's sibling, works nights as a
nurse at MUSC.

Jordan has called every childcare center from West Ashley to Goose Creek. Early
Learning Center on Rivers Avenue? Six-month waiting list. Little Scholars on
Dorchester Road? They quoted 51,400 a month nearly as much as the 51,500 rent.
The few spots that opened up filled before an application could even be
submitted. So every morning at 5:30 AM, Jordan leaves for work. Casey gets
Morgan and Avery on the bus at 7:30, then stays home with three-year-old Riley,
who watches cartoons until Alex, their other parent, gets off the night shift at 8
AM. By the time Alex gets home and takes Casey to school, Casey has already
missed first period and fallen behind in reading. The school has called twice
about the tardies.

Casey shouldn't have to be the parent. Riley shouldn't spend mornings alone in
front of a TV. Alex shouldn't have to choose between sleep and getting Casey to
school on time. But this is what happens when there's no affordable childcare.
Jordan has no other choice and has already been written up twice for being late.
One more time and the job is gone.

While Jordan's story is fictional, it's shaped from the real experiences of families
right here in our neighborhoods, on our blocks, in our congregations. These
struggles are happening now, and stories like this are exactly what can change
our community.

We are in the House Meeting Season, and meetings are happening across all 40
of our congregations. Right now, invitations are going out with excitement we
hope one finds you!

House meetings are sacred spaces. Whether they take place in homes,
congregation spaces, or community centers, these gatherings are where we come
together to truly listen to one another. Each of our team leaders has been
specially trained to conduct these meetings, creating space for every voice to be
heard and valued.

House meetings are about building power through our shared stories. When
we collect and lift up our experiences together, we see the patterns. We realize
Jordan's struggle is connected to dozens of other families across Charleston. We
discover our individual stories become a collective force for change and that's
how we create real, local impact.

Your story has power. Whether it's about childcare, housing, healthcare, wages,
or any injustice you've experienced or witnessed, we need to hear from you.
Maybe you're living this story yourself. Maybe you're sharing something on behalf
of a neighbor, a family member, or someone who needs their voice amplified.

This is your invitation. Reach out to your team leader or CAJM staff today. Say
yes to attending a house meeting. When you walk into that room and share your
story, you're not just speaking, you're building the power we need to transform
Charleston into a place that works for all of us.

Your voice. Your story. Your power. We're waiting to hear from you.

Call to Action - Gadsden Creek!

The CAJM Environmental Justice Committee is working to save and
restore Gadsden Creek by creating the Just Ecological Corridor, which
will protect the creek and the nearby community of Gadsden Green
(Back da Green) from severe weather damage.

You can help by signing the petition!! Sign here.

Call to Action - Housing!

The Charleston County Special Housing Committee will be giving an
update this coming Thursday, October 9, at 5pm in the Lonnie Hamilton
Building off Leeds Avenue. Please attend if you are able to!

See the agenda here.

Upcoming Events

What: House Meetings!

Who: Anyone with a story to share
about community problems; and/or
anyone who would like to commit to
being a Network Member for the
2025-2026 CAJM cycle!

Between September 30 and
October 26 -- each congregation's
Leaders will schedule
time/date/locations!

What: School Governance Full
Committee

Who: CAJM Members who want to be
involved in planning our next steps!
When: Tuesday, October 14 at 6pm
Where: Zoom; please register here.

What: Environmental Justice Full
Committee

Who: CAJM Members who want to be
involved in planning our next steps!
When: Thursday, October 16 at 4pm
Where: Zoom

What: North Charleston Policing
Full Committee

Who: CAJM Members who want to be
involved in planning our next steps!
When: Thursday, October 16 at 6pm
Where: Zoom; please register here.

What: Team Assembly Il (Voting on
Recommendations for the CPA)

Who: Team Leaders & Clergy ONLY
When: Thursday, November 6 at
6:30pm

Where: Location TBD

Please register here.

What: Community Problems
Assembly

Who: CAJM Network Members, Team
Leaders, and Clergy - all fully
committed CAJM Members should
attend to vote on what new issue
CAJM should Focus on!

When: Monday, November 17
@ 6:30pm

Where: Location TBD

We've already raised $706,499 this

GOAL.: $250’000 year in individual investments. We
look Forward to your continued
support this year as we reach our goal
of $250,000!

In the Community:

The International African American Museum is participating in the Kennedy
Center's national art project "Scrollathon" on October 17 & 18. See details below
and contact Neysa Williams (nwilliams@iaamuseum.org) if you'd like more
information about participating!

Scrollathon has developed an innovative outreach program which offers
communities the opportunity to engage directly with professional artists and
aims to illuminate America’s story through the collaborative creation and
presentation of world class art. The Program involves community members who
will take part in the following activities:

A) create a work of art to keep
B) contribute to a collaborative artwork
C) participants and their artwork will be documented in photographs, video and
audio by Scrollathon - used to create a pamphlet, a portrait mural containing

portraits of participants and for social media, web content, a documentary film,
testimonials, storytelling videos and other periodicals!!

2025 CHARLESTON COUNTY MUNICIPAL ELECTION CANDIDATE FORUMS
Tuesday, 10/7 (6 - 8pm): Mt Pleasant Town Council Candidate Forum
Mt Pleasant Municipal Complex, 100 Ann Edwards Ln, Mt Pleasant, SC
Thurs, 10/9 (5:30 - 8pm): Charleston City Council Candidate Forum

Circular Congregation Church, 150 Meeting St, Charleston, SC, 29401
Mingle with candidates at 5:30pm before the forum begins at 6pm.

Mon, 10/13 (6 - 7:45pm): Isle of Palms City Council Candidate Forum
|OP Exchange Club, 201 Palm Blvd, Isle of Palms, SC, 29451
Weds, 10/15 (6-7:45): Folly Beach City Council Candidate Forum
Tides Folly Beach, 1 Center St, Folly Beach, SC, 29439
Thursday, 10/16 (6 - 7:30pm): Folly Beach Mayor Candidate Forum
Tides Folly Beach, 1 Center St, Folly Beach, SC, 29439
Mon, 10/20 (6 - 7pm): James Island City Council Candidate Forum
James Island Town Hall, 1122 Dills Bluff Rd, Charleston, SC, 29412
Tuesday, 10/28 (6:30 - 7:30): Mt Pleasant Mayor Candidate Discussion

Goodwill Family Life Center, 2818 N. Hwy 17, Mt Pleasant, SC, 29466

Community Resource Night - October 8
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JOIN US FOR AN EXCITING EVENING OF
LEARNING, CONNECTION, AND HANDS-ON EUN!
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ELEMENTARY SCHOOL

# Learn about the upcoming Lowcountry Rapid Transit \' 9

a® Get up close with vehicles used by local businesses 4

& Meet organizations offering valuable goods &
services to the community at our Indoor Fair!
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UNETE A NOSOTROS PARA UNA NOCHE LLENA DE
APRENDIZAJE, CONEXIONES Y ACTIVIDADES
PRACTICAS DIVERTIDAS. :
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"CHICORA

ELEMENTARY SCHOOL

# Inféormate sobre el préoximo sistema de transito
rapido de Lowcountry.

am Acércate a los vehiculos utilizados por los negocios
locales

& Visita nuestra feria interior y conecta con
organizaciones que aportan a la comunidad.
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CHARLESTON PROMISE NEIGHBORHOOD

10/11 Youth Poetry Slam

Youth Poetry Slam hosted by Marcus Amaker
Salon |, second floor
Gaillard Center
2-4pm

YOUTH POETRY SLAM
Sunday, October 11

Want to receive updates from CAJM issue committees?
Let us know here.
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Charleston Area Justice Ministry

Charleston Area Justice Ministry
PO Box 71416
North Charleston, SC 29415
United States
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https://www.facebook.com/charlestonareajusticeministry?emci=a8437532-e2a2-f011-8e61-6045bded8ba4&emdi=ea000000-0000-0000-0000-000000000001&ceid=%7B%7BContactsEmailID%7D%7D
https://www.instagram.com/cajmrevolution/?emci=a8437532-e2a2-f011-8e61-6045bded8ba4&emdi=ea000000-0000-0000-0000-000000000001&ceid=%7B%7BContactsEmailID%7D%7D
https://www.youtube.com/@ChasCAJM?emci=a8437532-e2a2-f011-8e61-6045bded8ba4&emdi=ea000000-0000-0000-0000-000000000001&ceid=%7B%7BContactsEmailID%7D%7D
https://www.change.org/p/imagine-it-better-the-just-ecological-corridor?emci=a8437532-e2a2-f011-8e61-6045bded8ba4&emdi=ea000000-0000-0000-0000-000000000001&ceid=%7B%7BContactsEmailID%7D%7D
https://ccmims.charlestoncounty.gov/?emci=a8437532-e2a2-f011-8e61-6045bded8ba4&emdi=ea000000-0000-0000-0000-000000000001&ceid=%7B%7BContactsEmailID%7D%7D
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/xRzzI3_6R76RU3RVPyFlMw?emci=a8437532-e2a2-f011-8e61-6045bded8ba4&emdi=ea000000-0000-0000-0000-000000000001&ceid=%7B%7BContactsEmailID%7D%7D#/registration
https://us06web.zoom.us/j/2020428833?emci=a8437532-e2a2-f011-8e61-6045bded8ba4&emdi=ea000000-0000-0000-0000-000000000001&ceid=%7B%7BContactsEmailID%7D%7D
https://www.google.com/url?q=https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87614772928&sa=D&source=calendar&ust=1760206723191198&usg=AOvVaw3eKl_AttvHp-8KcWnoyVbx&emci=a8437532-e2a2-f011-8e61-6045bded8ba4&emdi=ea000000-0000-0000-0000-000000000001&ceid=%7B%7BContactsEmailID%7D%7D
https://secure.everyaction.com/MJEGEE13ekizEwFwI3NiNg2?emci=a8437532-e2a2-f011-8e61-6045bded8ba4&emdi=ea000000-0000-0000-0000-000000000001&ceid=%7B%7BContactsEmailID%7D%7D
https://secure.everyaction.com/FlL2lUMKJ0iTgk4DrqWwjg2?amtOpts=%7B%7BOneTimeOptimizedAskArray%7D%7D&recurringAmtOpts=%7B%7BRecurringOptimizedAskArray%7D%7D&am=%7B%7BOneTimeDefaultOptimizedAskAmount%7D%7D&recurringAm=%7B%7BRecurringDefaultOptimizedAskAmount%7D%7D&is_optimized_ask=true&emci=a8437532-e2a2-f011-8e61-6045bded8ba4&emdi=ea000000-0000-0000-0000-000000000001&ceid=%7B%7BContactsEmailID%7D%7D
https://charlestonareajusticeministry.org/invest?emci=a8437532-e2a2-f011-8e61-6045bded8ba4&emdi=ea000000-0000-0000-0000-000000000001&ceid=%7B%7BContactsEmailID%7D%7D
https://www.scrollathon.org/what-is-a-scrollathon?emci=a8437532-e2a2-f011-8e61-6045bded8ba4&emdi=ea000000-0000-0000-0000-000000000001&ceid=%7B%7BContactsEmailID%7D%7D
https://www.facebook.com/share/p/17F6ZLkrxR/?emci=a8437532-e2a2-f011-8e61-6045bded8ba4&emdi=ea000000-0000-0000-0000-000000000001&ceid=%7B%7BContactsEmailID%7D%7D
https://secure.everyaction.com/x-nwJW-5QUGjJVnxZmwztw2?emci=a8437532-e2a2-f011-8e61-6045bded8ba4&emdi=ea000000-0000-0000-0000-000000000001&ceid=%7B%7BContactsEmailID%7D%7D

