
Why Stories MatterWhy Stories MatterWhy Stories MatterWhy Stories Matter
As we are about to enter into our House Meeting season, let’s ground in why this
justice work depends on good stories. 

1. Stories motivate us to action; 
2. Stories help us know where and how to take that action; 
3. Stories then motivate our public officials and decision-makers to action;
4. And stories bring us together.

A quote from Marshall Ganz, in Sojourners magazine, captures this well: 

“A story communicates fear, hope, and anxiety, and because we can feel it, we get
the moral not just as a concept, but as a teaching of our hearts. That’s the power
of story. That’s why most of our faith traditions interpret themselves as stories,
because they are teaching our hearts how to live as choiceful human beings
capable of embracing hope over fear, self-worth and self-love over self-doubt,
and love over isolation and alienation.”

So, what do we need to do to gather these stories? 

1. If you are a Network Member or you plan to attend a House Meeting, please
start thinking about the LOCAL community problems that you experience or
see, and pick out a story to tell. This can be something that directly impacts
you or your loved ones, or something that you have heard about from a first-
person source (i.e., “I volunteer at the food pantry and have gotten to know
some of the people we are serving - they are experiencing XYZ.”)

2. If you are a Team Leader and/or facilitating a House Meeting, think about how
you can ask clarifying questions during the meeting in order to get to the
details of a story. Think about how you can prepare your House Meeting
attendees to be thinking about their stories ahead of time. Select a good note-
taker and meet with them beforehand so that they know the level of detailed
notes that we need. We will be talking about these topics and best practices at
our Listening Process Kick-Off on 9/29— anyone facilitating a House Meeting
should be there to get the script and this valuable training! (Register here!)(Register here!)(Register here!)(Register here!)

As we push ahead in this justice work, we want to be connected in our
foundation, and that is this grassroots listening process. We must understand the
who, what, where, and why of our community problems, in order to make
effective change. 
 

Upcoming EventsUpcoming EventsUpcoming EventsUpcoming Events

What: Listening Process Kick-OffWhat: Listening Process Kick-OffWhat: Listening Process Kick-OffWhat: Listening Process Kick-Off
(Team Assembly I)(Team Assembly I)(Team Assembly I)(Team Assembly I)
Who: Who: Who: Who: Team Leaders & Clergy / Anyone
who is facilitating a House Meeting!
When:When:When:When: Monday, September 29th, at
6:30pm  
Where:Where:Where:Where: Mount Pleasant Presbyterian
Church 
Please register here. Please register here. Please register here. Please register here. 

 

What: What: What: What: House Meetings!House Meetings!House Meetings!House Meetings!
 
Who: Who: Who: Who: Anyone with a story to share
about community problems; and/or
anyone who would like to commit to
being a Network Member for the
2025-2026 CAJM cycle! 
 
Between September 30 andBetween September 30 andBetween September 30 andBetween September 30 and
October 26 October 26 October 26 October 26 -- each congregation's-- each congregation's-- each congregation's-- each congregation's
Leaders will scheduleLeaders will scheduleLeaders will scheduleLeaders will schedule
time/date/locations!time/date/locations!time/date/locations!time/date/locations!

 

What: Community ProblemsWhat: Community ProblemsWhat: Community ProblemsWhat: Community Problems
AssemblyAssemblyAssemblyAssembly
 
Who: Who: Who: Who: CAJM Network Members, Team
Leaders, and Clergy - all fully
committed CAJM Members should
attend to vote on what new issue
CAJM should focus on!
 
When:When:When:When: Monday, November 17 Monday, November 17 Monday, November 17 Monday, November 17 
@ 6:30pm@ 6:30pm@ 6:30pm@ 6:30pm
 
Where:Where:Where:Where: Location TBD

 

We've already raised $106,499 $106,499 $106,499 $106,499 this
year in individual investments.    We
look forward to your continued
support this year as we reach our goal
of $250,000!

Click here to invest

Click Here - Invest in CAJM Today!

 

In the Community:In the Community:In the Community:In the Community:
 

Join our Environmental Justice Committee at the HopeHopeHopeHope
Summit Community Solutions Festival, onSummit Community Solutions Festival, onSummit Community Solutions Festival, onSummit Community Solutions Festival, on

September 27, from 1 to 4 pmSeptember 27, from 1 to 4 pmSeptember 27, from 1 to 4 pmSeptember 27, from 1 to 4 pm, at the Charleston
Museum.

Click here for more information.

This is a family-friendly event that is free and open to
the public.

 

Community Disaster Prep Event - September 27

 

Community Resource Night - October 8

 

Want to receive updates from CAJM issue committees?Want to receive updates from CAJM issue committees?Want to receive updates from CAJM issue committees?Want to receive updates from CAJM issue committees?
Let us know Let us know Let us know Let us know here.here.here.here.

 

Charleston Area Justice Ministry

 Charleston Area Justice Ministry
PO Box 71416

North Charleston, SC 29415
United States 
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https://www.facebook.com/charlestonareajusticeministry?emci=a98202ff-9a98-f011-b484-6045bdeb7413&emdi=ea000000-0000-0000-0000-000000000001&ceid=%7B%7BContactsEmailID%7D%7D
https://www.instagram.com/cajmrevolution/?emci=a98202ff-9a98-f011-b484-6045bdeb7413&emdi=ea000000-0000-0000-0000-000000000001&ceid=%7B%7BContactsEmailID%7D%7D
https://www.youtube.com/@ChasCAJM?emci=a98202ff-9a98-f011-b484-6045bdeb7413&emdi=ea000000-0000-0000-0000-000000000001&ceid=%7B%7BContactsEmailID%7D%7D
https://secure.everyaction.com/OLSdvuOjGk2Z_ZCcBTkPxQ2?emci=a98202ff-9a98-f011-b484-6045bdeb7413&emdi=ea000000-0000-0000-0000-000000000001&ceid=%7B%7BContactsEmailID%7D%7D
https://secure.everyaction.com/OLSdvuOjGk2Z_ZCcBTkPxQ2?emci=a98202ff-9a98-f011-b484-6045bdeb7413&emdi=ea000000-0000-0000-0000-000000000001&ceid=%7B%7BContactsEmailID%7D%7D
https://secure.everyaction.com/FlL2lUMKJ0iTgk4DrqWwjg2?amtOpts=%7B%7BOneTimeOptimizedAskArray%7D%7D&recurringAmtOpts=%7B%7BRecurringOptimizedAskArray%7D%7D&am=%7B%7BOneTimeDefaultOptimizedAskAmount%7D%7D&recurringAm=%7B%7BRecurringDefaultOptimizedAskAmount%7D%7D&is_optimized_ask=true&emci=a98202ff-9a98-f011-b484-6045bdeb7413&emdi=ea000000-0000-0000-0000-000000000001&ceid=%7B%7BContactsEmailID%7D%7D
https://charlestonareajusticeministry.org/invest?emci=a98202ff-9a98-f011-b484-6045bdeb7413&emdi=ea000000-0000-0000-0000-000000000001&ceid=%7B%7BContactsEmailID%7D%7D
https://www.thehopesummit.org/community-festival-2025?emci=a98202ff-9a98-f011-b484-6045bdeb7413&emdi=ea000000-0000-0000-0000-000000000001&ceid=%7B%7BContactsEmailID%7D%7D
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeETlTjBoa3fC0LgzJ5k_nmau--5cqj6k3675oitYGS6qvssw/viewform?emci=a98202ff-9a98-f011-b484-6045bdeb7413&emdi=ea000000-0000-0000-0000-000000000001&ceid=%7B%7BContactsEmailID%7D%7D
https://www.facebook.com/share/p/17F6ZLkrxR/?emci=a98202ff-9a98-f011-b484-6045bdeb7413&emdi=ea000000-0000-0000-0000-000000000001&ceid=%7B%7BContactsEmailID%7D%7D
https://secure.everyaction.com/x-nwJW-5QUGjJVnxZmwztw2?emci=a98202ff-9a98-f011-b484-6045bdeb7413&emdi=ea000000-0000-0000-0000-000000000001&ceid=%7B%7BContactsEmailID%7D%7D

