
 

Invest in CAJM Today!

Investing in CAJM supports the infrastructure that makes our issue work
possible! Keep reading for some issue updates and information, and then make
your annual investment today: you're investing in a stronger and healthier
community for all of us. for all of us. for all of us. for all of us.

Food Insecurity - We Need a Food Council!Food Insecurity - We Need a Food Council!Food Insecurity - We Need a Food Council!Food Insecurity - We Need a Food Council!

Food insecurity impacts too many of us and our neighbors. The Lowcountry
is known for its restaurants and abundant natural resources, yet many of us
struggle to access the food we need. This is not a problem of scarcity, or of a
lack of will to do the right thing: there are so many vital organizations and
leaders on the ground working tirelessly to get food to people who need it! 

Individual organizations are doing their best, and yet that isn’t enough for
our current crisis. We need a coordinated a collaborative approach, one that
will lead to a real, comprehensive strategy for meeting food needs in the
Charleston area. 

A Food Council is a proven solution that has been used in other
communities to address a disjointed approach to regional food insecurity. A
Food Council engages various stakeholders--nonprofits and charity
organizations, farmers, impacted individuals, and local governments--to
bring them all to the table to develop a strategic approach to getting food
on the table for all families, every day. When we did our research, we saw
that a lack of coordination has led to real gaps in services that address the
needs in our community. This Food Council will fill those gaps. 

Our first goal is to get funding from at least three local municipalities--
Charleston City, North Charleston, and Charleston County--to pay for ato pay for ato pay for ato pay for a
professional facilitator to convene the council. professional facilitator to convene the council. professional facilitator to convene the council. professional facilitator to convene the council. 

Our steering committee is busy meeting with public officials and continuing
to develop relationships with local organizations and community leaders.
Please be on the lookout for calls to action: most likely attending public
meetings to support the ask for funding. 

We also need to make sure that the process of forming the Council is as
inclusive as possible. If you know of a nonprofit, charity, or other food If you know of a nonprofit, charity, or other food If you know of a nonprofit, charity, or other food If you know of a nonprofit, charity, or other food
access player in the area, we want to make sure we’re in contact withaccess player in the area, we want to make sure we’re in contact withaccess player in the area, we want to make sure we’re in contact withaccess player in the area, we want to make sure we’re in contact with
them.them.them.them. Please reach out to Niki (niki@charlestonareajusticeministry.org) if
you know someone who should be included. 

Request for ProposalsRequest for ProposalsRequest for ProposalsRequest for Proposals: Food Council Facilitator: Food Council Facilitator: Food Council Facilitator: Food Council Facilitator
In our research, we learned that a professional facilitator is essential for a
successful and sustainable Food Council. 

The facilitator’s purpose is to provide structure, guidance, and neutral support
to help the group move from shared concern to organized action, through
helping the group establish their priorities and process, and creating space for
all voices to be heard. 

The Council needs the best possible candidate!The Council needs the best possible candidate!The Council needs the best possible candidate!The Council needs the best possible candidate!

Please review and share this request for proposals with anyone you thinkPlease review and share this request for proposals with anyone you thinkPlease review and share this request for proposals with anyone you thinkPlease review and share this request for proposals with anyone you think
would be a good fit.would be a good fit.would be a good fit.would be a good fit. The submission deadline is August 17!The submission deadline is August 17!The submission deadline is August 17!The submission deadline is August 17!

Once we have proposals back, the selection of the facilitator will be in the hands
of the organizations that will make up the Council. We are excited to find the
right facilitator for our local needs. 

Gadsden Creek UpdatesGadsden Creek UpdatesGadsden Creek UpdatesGadsden Creek Updates

Gadsden Creek is back in the news!Gadsden Creek is back in the news!Gadsden Creek is back in the news!Gadsden Creek is back in the news!

As many of you may know, a Dominion contractor applied very strong
herbicides to large swathes of Gadsden Creek.  Our environmental community
mounted a robust response and the City stepped up, too.  See the full story on
TV 5 by reporter Maya Brown.

We continue our postcard campaign: please write to Mayor Cogswell about why
you don't want to see development on Gadsden Creek!

Please write a postcard, if you live and vote in the City of Charleston, and
ESPECIALLY if you live on the peninsula. 

Print the postcard!Print the postcard!Print the postcard!Print the postcard!

Here are talking points for your message. 

Postcards have their greatest impact when personally handwritten and
addressed.

Mailing Address:
P.O. Box 652
Charleston, SC 29402
 

We've received a total of $90,114 $90,114 $90,114 $90,114 so
far in 2026 toward our $200,000
individual investment drive goal! We
look forward to your continued
support this year.

Click Here

Invest in CAJM Today!

 

 

Faith Under Pressure — A Research Survey InvitationFaith Under Pressure — A Research Survey InvitationFaith Under Pressure — A Research Survey InvitationFaith Under Pressure — A Research Survey Invitation
Calling all volunteers, ministry leaders, program coordinators, outreach teams,
staff members, facilitators, and individuals involved in community support or
social service efforts within CAJM-affiliated faith-based organizations.

Jessica Cohen, Doctoral Candidate at California Baptist University, is conducting
a research study exploring how faith-based organizations navigate outside
influences while maintaining trust, credibility, and community impact through
social service delivery.

If you serve within a CAJM-affiliated faith-based organization and contribute to
programs, initiatives, coordination, facilitation, outreach, or organizational
support efforts, you are invited to participate in a brief, anonymous survey. Your
voice and experience matters to this research  and to the broader field of
understanding how organizations like ours sustain their mission under pressure.

Participation is completely voluntary, and no personally identifying information
will be collected. Please watch the brief video introduction and use the survey
link to participate.

This is meaningful work that helps lift up the story of what faith-based
organizations like ours do every day in our communities. We encourage anyone
who is eligible to take a few minutes to participate.

Watch introductory videoWatch introductory videoWatch introductory videoWatch introductory video

Survey Link - Survey Link - Survey Link - Survey Link - https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/FaithUnderPressurehttps://www.surveymonkey.com/r/FaithUnderPressurehttps://www.surveymonkey.com/r/FaithUnderPressurehttps://www.surveymonkey.com/r/FaithUnderPressure
 

In the CommunityIn the CommunityIn the CommunityIn the Community

 

Want to receive updates from CAJM issue committees?Want to receive updates from CAJM issue committees?Want to receive updates from CAJM issue committees?Want to receive updates from CAJM issue committees?
Let us know Let us know Let us know Let us know here.here.here.here.

Charleston Area Justice Ministry

 Charleston Area Justice Ministry
PO Box 71416

North Charleston, SC 29415
United States 

(Unsubscribing is not supported in previews) {{Disclaimer}} 

https://charlestonareajusticeministry.org/invest/?emci=96c9e9c1-3f85-f111-b337-000d3a1558ce&emdi=ea000000-0000-0000-0000-000000000001&ceid=%7B%7BContactsEmailID%7D%7D
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1xHDkF_2Ji6_BmaebW2-L9QOnn2b1kz7F/view?usp=sharing&emci=96c9e9c1-3f85-f111-b337-000d3a1558ce&emdi=ea000000-0000-0000-0000-000000000001&ceid=%7B%7BContactsEmailID%7D%7D
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1xHDkF_2Ji6_BmaebW2-L9QOnn2b1kz7F/view?usp=sharing&emci=96c9e9c1-3f85-f111-b337-000d3a1558ce&emdi=ea000000-0000-0000-0000-000000000001&ceid=%7B%7BContactsEmailID%7D%7D
https://www.live5news.com/2026/07/13/environmental-experts-raise-alarm-after-dominion-sprays-plants-with-herbicide/?emci=96c9e9c1-3f85-f111-b337-000d3a1558ce&emdi=ea000000-0000-0000-0000-000000000001&ceid=%7B%7BContactsEmailID%7D%7D
https://prod.cdn.everyaction.com/images/van/EA/EA019/1/107645/images/Save%20Our%20Creek%20Postcard.png?emci=96c9e9c1-3f85-f111-b337-000d3a1558ce&emdi=ea000000-0000-0000-0000-000000000001&ceid=%7B%7BContactsEmailID%7D%7D
https://prod.cdn.everyaction.com/images/van/EA/EA019/1/107645/images/Key%20talking%20points%20for%20CAJM%20EJ%20Postcard%20Campaign%20.pdf?emci=96c9e9c1-3f85-f111-b337-000d3a1558ce&emdi=ea000000-0000-0000-0000-000000000001&ceid=%7B%7BContactsEmailID%7D%7D
https://charlestonareajusticeministry.org/invest?emci=96c9e9c1-3f85-f111-b337-000d3a1558ce&emdi=ea000000-0000-0000-0000-000000000001&ceid=%7B%7BContactsEmailID%7D%7D
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1g8lVsfQ71xiBl_PaBEDt7XMlq2K0PWU3/view?usp=sharing&emci=96c9e9c1-3f85-f111-b337-000d3a1558ce&emdi=ea000000-0000-0000-0000-000000000001&ceid=%7B%7BContactsEmailID%7D%7D
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/FaithUnderPressure?emci=96c9e9c1-3f85-f111-b337-000d3a1558ce&emdi=ea000000-0000-0000-0000-000000000001&ceid=%7B%7BContactsEmailID%7D%7D
https://secure.everyaction.com/x-nwJW-5QUGjJVnxZmwztw2?emci=96c9e9c1-3f85-f111-b337-000d3a1558ce&emdi=ea000000-0000-0000-0000-000000000001&ceid=%7B%7BContactsEmailID%7D%7D

